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BASF supports restoration of Thomas Alva Edison 
Memorial Tower and Museum  
 
ISELIN, NJ, April 14, 2011 – BASF today announced it has provided a 

$25,000 charitable contribution to help restore the Menlo Park, New Jersey-

based memorial tower and museum honoring the legacy of Thomas Alva 

Edison, one of America’s greatest inventors, whose innovations changed the 

world and everyday lives.   

 

While the museum and memorial tower have fallen into disrepair in recent 

years, the non-profit Edison Memorial Tower Corporation has been formed 

to raise funds to help restore the facilities, and to increase the museum’s 

commitment to educational programs and outreach to stimulate future 

innovation. The organization has raised nearly $5 million in public and 

private donations to date, and restoration work is beginning this year on the 

tower and museum facility, which are located in close proximity to BASF’s 

North American catalysis research and development headquarters in Iselin, 

New Jersey. 

 

“As a global innovation leader, with a strong research and development 

presence in the Menlo Park area, BASF is delighted to join those honoring 

the life and legacy of Thomas Alva Edison,” said Dr. Friedbert Nees, Senior 

Vice President, Catalysis Research at BASF.  “Edison’s work has inspired 

countless scientists and researchers to test the bounds of existing 

knowledge, and we see this sponsorship as a fitting way to pay tribute to 

such a prolific inventor and inspirational figure.” 

 

For more information contact:
 
Joseph M. Jones 
Catalysts 
BASF Corporation 
Tel: (732) 205-5557 
E-mail: joseph.jones@basf.com 
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From 1876 to 1882, Thomas Alva Edison lived and worked in Menlo Park, 

where he established the world’s first organized research and development 

laboratory. It was here that he invented and refined vital technologies that 

earned him more than 400 of his 1,093 recorded patents. Among the key 

technologies Edison developed in Menlo Park include the carbon 

transmitter, the phonograph, the incandescent light bulb, the electric 

railroad, wireless telegraphy and a system for generating and distributing 

electric current.   

  

Today, the site of Edison’s laboratory is part of a 36-acre facility known as 

the Thomas Edison Center at Menlo Park, located in Edison Township, 

New Jersey. The center contains structural remnants of the inventor’s 

laboratory buildings, as well as a memorial tower constructed in 1937-1938 

and a museum housing numerous original artifacts of Edison’s inventions, 

including original Edison phonographs, recording cylinders, mimeographs 

and early lighting equipment. The museum also houses some of Edison’s 

original research notes and vintage photographs of the inventor at work in 

his Menlo Park laboratory.  

 

Longer term plans for the Thomas Edison Center, which are expected to 

be realized over the next three to five years, include the construction of a 

much larger interactive museum, educational facility and meeting space 

that will combine science, technology and history to celebrate Thomas 

Alva Edison’s life and achievements.    

 

About BASF’s Catalysts division 
BASF’s Catalysts division is the world’s leading supplier of environmental and process 

catalysts. The group offers exceptional expertise in the development of technologies 

that protect the air we breathe, produce the fuels that power our world and ensure 

efficient production of a wide variety of chemicals, plastics and other products. By 

leveraging our industry-leading R&D platforms, passion for innovation and deep 

knowledge of precious and base metals, BASF’s Catalysts division develops unique, 

proprietary catalyst and adsorbent solutions that drive customer success.  For more 

information, visit www.catalysts.basf.com. 
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BASF - The Chemical Company. 
 

BASF Corporation, headquartered in Florham Park, New Jersey, is the North 

American affiliate of BASF SE, Ludwigshafen, Germany. BASF has approximately 

16,400 employees in North America, and had sales of $17.7 billion in 2010. For more 

information about BASF’s North American operations, visit www.basf.us. 

 

BASF is the world’s leading chemical company: The Chemical Company. Its portfolio 

ranges from chemicals, plastics, performance products, and agricultural products to oil 

and gas. As a reliable partner, BASF creates chemistry to help its customers in 

virtually all industries to be more successful. With its high-value products and 

intelligent solutions, BASF plays an important role in finding answers to global 

challenges, such as climate protection, energy efficiency, nutrition and mobility. BASF 

posted sales of more than €63.9 billion in 2010 and had approximately 109,000 

employees as of the end of the year. Further information on BASF is available on the 

Internet at www.basf.com or in the Social Media Newsroom at newsroom.basf.com. 

 

 


